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l. What equipmoht did the USSR sunply to various Arab nations

TLY6T1=19137

‘Puring the period 1967-1973, the USSR dclchrcd over
$3.8 billion of éilitary cquipment to Egypt, Syria, and Iraq
(sce Table 1). #odcrn cquipment shipped during the period
mostly included SU-17 fighter-bombers, MI-6 helicopters, T-62
medium tanks, BMP infantry combat Vthclcs with‘SAGGER antitank
missiles, 250-23;4 antiaircraft artillery, and the SA-3," SA-6,
and SA-? surfachto-air missile systems. In addition, in 1973
somc of the most;advanccd hardwarq being ecxported by the
Sovicts was shipped to the arca --:su-zo fighter-bombers, TU-22
medium jet bombers, KA-25 helicopters, SCUD surface-to-surface
missile systems, FROG-7 surface-to-surface tactical rocket
.systcms, and VANYA-class minesweepers. Moscow continues to
introduce ncew weapons systems into the area in 1974 -- providinél
M1G-23 jet fighters to Syria and Iraq and OSA-IX guided-
missile patrol boats to Iraq. 4

2. Under what terns was the cquipmen: supplied?
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3. What was supplied by airlift/sealift during the October ~
War? ;

Equipment 1os$es sustained by Egypt and Syri& during the
October War exceedéd $1 billion. They included aircraft, armored
equipment, SAM equipmenf, énd naval craft, as wellzas large
amounts of ammunition, wheeled vehicles, quarte;;gﬁter supplies,
and military installations. The Soviet resupply effort during
6 October-carly November, rather than being a blanket replacement
for all equipment, concentrated primarily on replacing tanks,
antitank weapons, and ammunition needed to reequip the units
hardest hit in the fighting (see Table 3). In addition, large

quantities of surfacc-to-air missile cquipment arrived to

maintain an air defense umbrella. Only about onc-half of the
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Arab fighter aircraft losses were replaced during the massive

airlift/sealift. The equipment provided by the Soviets was
gencrally the same type as that in Arab inventories prior to
the War, although it included more modern equipment such as
T-62 tanks and MIG-2l1 aircraft. The SCUD surface-to-surface
missile system was the only totally new weapons system provided.
Overall, the resupply effort further modernized the Egyptian
and: Syrian armed forces. '

4. What other forms of military assistance (e.g., training,
advice, etc.) did the USSR provide?

The USSR's military aid program in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq
included sizeable levels of technical assistance. As the Soviets
focus in the Middle East shifted from Egypt to Syria and Iraq,
these countries have received a wide range of new weapons systems
since late’1972. This in turn gave rise to a rapid influxof
Soviet military advisors (see Table 4). The contingent in Syria
jumped from 1,140 in 1972 to over 2,900 by mid-1974; about one-hal‘f
of the increése occurred during the October War when large numbers of
Soviets arrived té help set up equipment delive:ed duriég the
resupply effort.. Soviet advisors in Iraq now total about 800,

a 60% increcase over the level two years ago. In July 1972,
Egyptian Prcsidenthadat expelled most of the 5,500 Soviet
advisors then in Ebypt. Only about 200‘Soviet§ remained in Egypt
until October 1973& when some 300 additional !oviets arrived; most
of them have subseéuontly returned to the USSR. Moscow continues

to train military bcrsonnel from Egygt, Sfria, and‘Iraq, largciy

on the new weapon systems being introduced _
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Table 1

Soviet Major Equipment Deliveries to the Arab
Belligerent States 1/,
‘ 1967-1973

Deliveries

Eguigment
Aircraft

MIG-15 jet fighters
MIG-17 jet fighters
M1G-21 jet fighters

MIG jet trainers’

SU-7 fighter-bombers
SU-17 fighter-bombers
SU-20 fighter-bombers
IL-28 jet light-bombers )
TU-16 jet medium-bombers
TU-22 jet medium-bombers
‘' Transports :
Helicopters

Tanks

Self-propelled assault guns

Armored personnel carriers

Field and anti-aircraft artillery,
rocket launchers, mortars, and
recoilless rifles over 100mm

Naval

Destroyers

Submarines

Polnochay-class landing ship

Patrol boats

Guided missile and motor torpedo
boats (includes OSAs and Komars)

Mineswecpers

Others
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Table 1

Soviet Major Equipment Deliveries to tke Arab
Belligerent States 1/,

1967-1973
(Continued)
Equipment Deliveries
Guided Missile Systems
Surface-to=-air 3/
Surface-to-surface 4/
Antitank 5/

l. Egypt, Syria, and Iraq
2. Includes small amounts of equipment supplied by Warsaw
Pact countries.
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i | _ Table 2 4

o ‘ |

¢ Sovxet Mllltary Agreements with Egypt, Syria, and Iraq,
e . ‘ . 1967-1973 . |

b |

3 ‘ ‘Million Us $

Amount of Aid

J C ' Grants or
"  Recipient and Month and Year Signed Total Credit Discounts

1 Egypt
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b Soviet Deliveries of Major Equipment to Eqypt and Svria
: during the October War Resupply Effort

. Equipment Egypt Syria
i Aircraft

; Jet fighers

.

1 .

| Ground

¢ |

Tanks 1/ |

? Armored personnel carriers

2 Axtillery 2/

[,

: Guided Missile Systems

¥ .

i Surface-to-air 3/

Z. Excluding anti-aircraft guns and anti-tank guns.
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Soviet Military Technicians in Egypt, Syria, and Iragq 1/

1972 1973 mid-1974
Egypt 2/ 5,500 . 500 | 200
Syria 1,140 1,750 23100
Iraq . 500 750 800

l. #inimum estimates of the number of persons present for a
period of one month or more. Numbers are rounded to the nearest
five.

2. By the end of 1972, only a few hundred Soviet military
technicians remained in Egypt; most of the technicians in 1973
arrived with the equipment supplied during the October War.
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